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WWII was a global conflict that began Sep 1, 1939 and
lasted until Sep 2, 1945.




During the 1930’s, Germany was

suffering from an economic
depression. People were desperate
and looking for solutions.
Adolf Hitler blamed Germany’s
economic troubles on Jews, Romani
people, the mentally ill,
homosexuals, foreigners

and many more.




Adolf Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in 1933.

The Nazi Party gained power and became a totalitarian regime.




Under Hitler’s command, Germany began a campaign of

so-called “ethnic cleansing” known as the Holocaust.

Approximately 6 million Jews were Killed.




On Sept 1, 1939, Hitler led Germany to invade Poland.
This event marks the beginning of WWII.




The Wehrmacht, or German Army, was one of the most
powerful military forces in the world. It conducted a war method
known as blitzKkrieg, or “lightning war”, which was an intense
military campaign intended to bring about a swift victory.




Germany was soon joined by the

military might of Italy and Japan

to form the Axis Powers.




Germany led a conquest into Paris, France. There, they looted

priceless artwork, jewelry, and cultural artifacts claiming

them for their own. Similar theft occurred all across Europe.




After attempting to resist,
France surrendered to Germany
on June 17, 1940.

This surrender allowed Germans

to occupy most of France.




On Dec. 7, 1941, the Japanese bombed the American fleet in
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. This surprise attack prompted U.S.

President Franklin Roosevelt and General Dwight D.
Eisenhower to lead the U.S. into the war.
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Several countries stood to oppose the Axis Powers and
formed the Allies. These countries included Britain, France
(until surrender), Australia, Canada, New Zealand, India,
Soviet Union, China, and The United States of America.




With so many men sent to war, women in the U.S.

demonstrated their strength and excelled at performing

many jobs traditionally reserved for men.
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With most of their forces being put to use in the war, sending
a military officer to announce the death of a soldier was
usually impossible. Consequently, news of a U.S. soldier’s
death was most often delivered back home via telegram.




July 10, 1943 marked the Allied invasion of Sicily, Italy,
known as Operation Husky. Italian forces fell rapidly. By

July 24, 1943, Italian Prime Minister Benito Mussolini was
arrested. He was Killed four days later. On Sep 8, 1943,
Italian forces would surrender.




On June 6, 1944, The U.S.
and Allied troops invaded

Normandy, France.

Known as D-Day, this was a

major turning point in the

war and was the largest

amphibious invasion ever.




The Axis Powers lost battles and
reduced in strength to the Allies.

During the Battle of Berlin on
April 30, 1945, Adolf Hitler

committed suicide.

Fuehrer Fell at CP, German Radio Says;
Doenitz at Helm, Vows War Will Continue




On May 8, 1945, nearly one week after Hitler’s death,
Germany surrendered to the Allies.

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill declared the day
as “VE Day” for victory in Europe.




Although German and Italian forces had surrendered,

Japanese forces continued to fight the Allies. In an effort to

prevent more U.S. casualties, President Truman decided to

drop two atomic bombs in Japan.




The first bomb was dropped on
the city of Hiroshima and killed
approximately 80,000 people.

The second bomb was dropped
on the city of Nagasaki, killing

approximately 40,000 people.




On Sep 2, 1945, Japan agreed to unconditional surrender
and formally ended WWIL.
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WWII resulted in the deaths of 60 million people worldwide
and cost the United States an estimated 296 Billion Dollars.
The United Nations was formed on Oct. 24, 1945 in an effort

to prevent such a war from ever happening again.
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